Wound healing in the patient with burns.
The burn wound presents many unique challenges to the nurse who promotes optimal wound healing. Nursing care includes meticulous attention to the prevention of infection, wound cleansing and debridement, and application of topical antibacterial agents. Preparation of graft recipient sites, care of graft and donor sites, and use of various biologic and synthetic wound coverings are required. An interdisciplinary approach that provides for adequate nutrition, fosters physical function, and supports psychologic adjustment to altered self-concept is required for holistic healing of the burn wound.